What Does it Mean to "Maintain"
the Stormwater System?

Proposed Stormwater Fee Increase
Official Ballot Guide
Calling all Vallejo property owners! You are receiving this mail ballot from the
Vallejo Flood & Wastewater District to vote yes or no on a proposed increase in
stormwater fees. If passed, the typical residential fee would gradually rise from the
current rate of $1.97 per month to $4.50 per month by 2026. Fees for other types
of properties would rise by a similar amount.
To complete the enclosed ballot, mark the oval next to either ?
Yes?or ?
N o?
. Each
ballot will count for as many votes as there are parcels listed on the ballot. Then
sign the ballot, place it in the provided postage-paid return envelope and mail or
hand deliver it to:
Clerk of the Board
Vallejo Flood and Wastewater District
450 Ryder Street

The stormwater system drains rainwater from streets, homes, and businesses and sends that water out to the Mare
Island Strait before it floods properties. Every property that is protected by and contributes to the stormwater
system helps pay for maintenance of this system. This system acculumulates wear and tear. Storm drains and
gutters clog with trash and debris. Austin Creek and other canals become clogged with weeds. Stormwater pipes
and culverts deteriorate. Pumps, trash collectors, and other mechanical equipment wear out.

Vallejo, CA 94590
The rest of this ballot guide will answer your questions about what the fee covers,
why the increase is up for a vote, and how the District will invest these dollars.

The Vallejo Flood & Wastewater District can no longer keep up with this maintenance without a rate increase.

What Improvements Would We See?

Does it Ever Flood in Vallejo?
Not very often, and the proposed rate increase would
help us keep it that way. Vallejo was pummeled by heavy
rains in October and December 2021, and here are more
examples:
-

-

In 2017, parts of Admiral Callaghan Lane,
Curtola Parkway and Lake Herman Road were
closed to give the stormwater system time to
drain floodwaters.
In 2014, a major storm dropped about 3 inches
of rain on Vallejo in less than 48 hours. Parts of
Couch Street and other areas were closed to give
the stormwater system time to drain floodwaters.

The most important service improvements will help us keep Austin Creek and other channels from clogging up
with weeds and trash. This will accelerate floodwaters moving out of the city to the Mare Island Strait. These
channels are critical to keep water moving safely away from our properties and streets.

According to the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, about 6,262 Vallejo residents live in low-lying
flood-prone areas. The commercial areas along Sonoma
Blvd./ Highway 29 and near White Slough are also in
high-risk areas.

Some of your stormwater fees are used for pollution prevention. The District is installing more trash removal
devices that improve the appearance and environment of our waterfront and waterways.

The total property value of flood-prone buildings and
their content are valued at more than $1 billion.

Clogged waterways drain slowly.

Clearing waterways is flood control job #1

Cleared waterways look better and drain quickly

Why Increase Rates Now?

Proposed Residential Rates
If Vallejo property owners approve the proposed
structure, the typical residential rate will gradually rise
from $1.97 per property per month to $4.50 per
month by 2026.
This service fee for typical residential properties has
not increased since 1997. The proposed increase is
necessary for the District to keep up with inflation,
aging equipment, and new regulatory requirements.
As part of this proposal, financial assistance will be
available to qualified low-income homeowners.

Proposed Business Rates
Broadly speaking, the business and commercial rate
will rise by the same amount as residential rates.
However, each business or commercial property pays
a unique amount, depending on how much water
drains from the site into the stormwater system.

Ex a m p l e

Lo t Si ze

Cu r r e n t
Mon t h ly
Ra t e

Mon t h ly
Ra t e i n
2026

A small
business

8,000 square
feet draining to
the stormwater
system

$6.83

$16.37

A
medium-sized
grocery store

23,000 square
feet draining to
the stormwater
system

$19.64

$47.05

A big box store

400,000
square feet
draining to the
stormwater
system

The typical residential rate -- $1.97 per month -- hasn't
changed since 1997. That means that inflation has eaten
about 40% of the service fees that we collect each year.
A second reason for proposing a rate increase at this
time is that important infrastructure is approaching the
end of its useful life. Underground pipes last about 60
years, on average. Almost 1 out of every 5 miles of
stormwater pipes in Vallejo is coming due for
replacement.

Low Income Assistance
Program

If the property owners approve the fee increase, the
Board of Trustees has instructed staff to develop a
stormwater fee assistance program for low income
residential property owners to help offset the impacts
of the fee increase. This program will be funded
exclusively with non-rate, unrestricted revenues of the
District.

For More Information

Raising rates now can save Vallejo property owners
money in the long run. Emergency repairs to aging
equipment is much more expensive than a planned
repair -- up to ten times more expensive!

For additional information concerning the proposed
fee, please contact us.
$341.67

$818.33

Phone: (707) 644-8949
Email: stormwater@VallejoWastewater.org
Website: www.VallejoWastewater.org

