NEW PAFR

EARTH DAY

Now available on our website, the new
Popular Annual Financial Report, or
PAFR, is an easy-to-understand snapshot
of the District’s financial position that’s
designed for the general public.

There won’t be an Earth Day
festival downtown this year, but
you can still celebrate! Vallejo
Watershed Alliance is hosting an
Earth Day cleanup along Blue
Rock Springs Creek on Saturday,
April 16. Find out more by visiting
VallejoWatershedAlliance.org.

It also includes other fun facts about
recent projects and partnerships.
The 2020-2021 PAFR is available on our
website at VallejoWastewater.org.
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CALL US FIRST
Does your sewer lateral require
repairs? Vallejo Flood & Wastewater
District encourages property owners
to participate in our Upper Lateral
Program. It may provide
reimbursement to participants,
offsetting some of the cost for repair
or replacement of private sewer pipes
in the greater Vallejo area.

You can get updated information
for county-wide Earth Day
opportunities, as well as simple,
sustainable actions to take at home
and in your neighborhood, at
CleanupSolano.org.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

The process is simple: Owners
prepare and submit a Pre-Evaluation
Questionnaire. District staff
determines program qualification and
provides the expected reimbursement
calculation. Owners schedule work
with a District-approved licensed
contractor. Reimbursement is
provided after owner provides proof
of payment to contractor.
Program details and instructions can
be found at VallejoWastewater.org by
clicking the brown Repairs button.
Pre-qualification is required. Work
performed prior to program
qualification will jeopardize the
owner’s right to reimbursements.
Please check out our program! It is
easy, and can save you a substantial
amount of money … in most cases
well over 40% of the repair cost.

Visit our website at

VallejoWastewater.org

The Vallejo Watershed Alliance is a
community-based volunteer group
that hosts creek cleanups and habitat
restoration projects, such as our
current efforts at Lake Dalwigk and
Glen Cove Waterfront Park (above).

The volunteer days are easy and fun,
and all ages and abilities are welcome.
You can find out more (and sign up
for the email announcement list) at
VallejoWatershedAlliance.org. We’d
love to have you join us!
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TIME TO REPLACE YOUR PRIVATE SEWER
PIPE?
You don’t usually think
about your sewer pipes
until something goes
wrong: a toilet or drain
backs up, or a hole appears
in your yard. These are
signs that your sewer line
may be blocked or broken.
Property owners are
responsible for the private
sewer pipe (called the upper
lateral) that extends from their house or building to the public sewer line typically
located at the property line or behind the sidewalk. Vallejo Flood & Wastewater
District is responsible for the remaining lateral (called the lower lateral) and the public
sewer system.
Why do pipes fail?
Nothing lasts forever, and a sewer pipe is no exception. Properly installed laterals
can last for 100 years or more; however, the older the lateral is, the more likely you
are to have problems with it. Older laterals are more likely to break or crack, have
dislodged pipe segments, or be impacted by earth movement and root damage.
How We Help
Vallejo Flood & Wastewater District’s Upper Lateral Program helps offset the costs
of repairing or replacing private sewer pipes for property owners in the greater
Vallejo area.
Owners must submit a Pre-Evaluation Questionnaire for approval to begin the
process. The application is available at VallejoWastewater.org. Click on the brown
Repairs button to download the application.
Instructions and program information are on the same
page, including a list of licensed contractors familiar with
our program.
Once you have filled out and submitted the application, a
District representative will assess your lateral, determine if
you qualify for the program, and calculate your
anticipated reimbursement.

SEWER INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT
This summer, the District will begin our 2022 sewer rehabilitation project. The
project will include collection system improvements to replace aged sewer
infrastructure and reduce inflow and infiltration in the sewer lines east of Sonoma
Boulevard, north of Melba Drive, and east of Elliott Drive, including the eastern
section of Mini Drive. Work will include replacement of approximately 5,500 feet of
existing 6” and 8” sewer mains by pipe bursting with new HDPE pipe, manhole
rehabilitation coating or new construction of approximately 23 manholes, and
replacement of approximately 140 lower laterals. Preliminary construction estimates
for the work are $1.5 million; our Engineering Department is preparing plans inhouse with an anticipated award of construction contract in July. Construction is
estimated to be completed by the end of the calendar year.
The District is coordinating with the City of Vallejo, PG&E, and other local
agencies to coordinate work schedules and minimize public inconvenience during
construction activities. We appreciate your patience while we do this important
work. If you have questions or concerns about the project, please call us at (707)
644-8949, and use prompt #7.

REDUCED RATE
PROGRAM
The District offers a Reduced
Rate Program for qualifying
residential customers who own
and are living in their home. For
the tax year from July 1, 2021 to
June 30, 2022, the sewer bill
reduction is 17.5% off standard
residential sewer rates.
Current participation in PG&E’s
CARE Program is required;
apply at PGE.com/care. An
approved application is valid for
two years.
Applications received and
approved prior to Dec. 31, 2021
are adjusted for the current fiscal
year, and applications after Jan. 1,
2022 are applied toward the
following fiscal year’s rate.
Download the application or
complete the online form at
VallejoWastewater.org.

BETTER, SAFER FLEA CONTROL
Adult fleas spend almost
all of their time on an
animal’s body. If you
haven’t seen fleas but your
dog or cat is scratching,
your pet may have fleas.
You may be able to see
tiny white flea eggs and
white, worm-like flea
larvae on the floor, in
cracks and crevices, in
carpets, and where pets
rest or sleep. You may
also see “flea dirt” (flea
droppings) where your pet
sleeps. These black specks
contain blood, and turn
red when wet.
Fleas in your Home
Because fleas in many life stages live in your home and not on your pet, thorough vacuuming and washing your pet’s bedding
is a key part of your flea control program. Vacuum carpets, floors, couches, and chairs often to pick up adult fleas, larvae, and
eggs. Empty vacuum or dispose of bags in the trash, outdoors. Wash pet bedding in hot soapy water every week.
Thoroughly clean cracks and crevices in floors or baseboards, or seal permanently with caulk. Use a non-toxic flea trap to
attract fleas and trap them on sticky paper. Traps work better if people and pets are not around—fleas prefer warm bodies to
traps.
Fleas on your Pet
Wash your pet with pet shampoo and warm water. Using a flea comb while your pet is lathered should get rid of most adult
fleas on him or her. Make sure to comb well around your pet’s neck and base of the tail.
Outdoors
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Don’t treat for fleas outdoors unless you know you have a major problem there. Do not try to combat fleas by spraying
around the perimeter of your house or spraying your entire yard. Spot-treat with insecticidal soap only those areas where you
find large populations of fleas.
Choosing Flea Medications
Pet medications that control fleas are usually either chewable pills, or topical (“spot-on”) products you apply between your
pet’s shoulder blades. Some medications should not be used on puppies, pregnant females, or sick or old pets. Ask your
veterinarian what is safe for your pet. Some brands of medicine may not work as well as they did in the past because fleas are
becoming resistant to them. Ask your veterinarian for a recommendation.
Be sure you use the right dose for your type of pet (dog or cat) and his or her weight. Don’t divide a large-animal dose
between two smaller pets. If you use spot-on flea treatments, we recommend using products that do not contain fipronil,
bifenthrin, imidacloprid, indoxacarb, deltamethrin, or permethrin—chemicals that cause water quality problems in creeks,
rivers, or bays, and the ocean.

