RAKE LEAVES

YOUR DISTRICT WINS!

The District is honored to receive the
Government Finance Officers
Association (GFOA) Distinguished
Budget Presentation award for our July
1, 2021 budget.
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“This award is the highest form of
recognition in governmental budgeting.
Its attainment represents a significant
achievement by your organization,”
according to the GFOA.
When it rains, storm drains help to keep
Vallejo neighborhoods from flooding.
When leaves collect in gutters and block
these drains, water can back up and cause
ponding that slows or stops traffic and
can even flood yards and homes. Autumn
and winter are the most likely seasons for
leaves to collect in storm drains, but it can
happen at any time of the year. Our crews
work hard to maintain storm drains on
streets. But with thousands of drains
spread across the city, we need your help
too.
•

•

•

We are humbled to receive this award,
and proud to share it with the Vallejo
community we serve.

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!

SANDBAG STATION

PROPOSED STORMWATER RATE INCREASE

During the winter, the District
supplies free sand and bags to
residents in the greater Vallejo area.
Signs at the station provide
instruction in filling and stacking.
The self-serve station is located at the
west end of Ryder Street, just past
our office at 450 Ryder. It is open
mid-October through mid-April.
Normal operating hours are Monday
through Thursday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. and Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. For more information, call
707.644.8949 during regular business
hours.

On November 9, following a public hearing, the Vallejo Flood & Wastewater
District Board of Trustees unanimously voted to move forward with a proposed
increase in stormwater service fees.

To find out if the sandbag station is
open after hours, you can call
707.644.8949.

Avoid piling yard waste like fallen
leaves and sticks in your yard. Keep it
in a yard waste bin or other container.

Special thanks to our friendly resident
below for demonstrating!

Use a rake or broom to remove
leaves and debris from the tops of
storm drains, and then place the
material in your yard waste bin.
Never try to clean inside a storm
drain.

January - March 2022

The District’s Trustees cannot approve a stormwater rate increase on their own.
Only Vallejo property owners can do that. The Trustees’ vote means that all
property owners in the city will receive a ballot in the mail in late February.
Vallejo was recently pummeled by heavy rains. Fortunately for us, storms like that
are rare in Vallejo. But we do experience heavy rains that close streets and threaten
life and property now and again. According to the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, about 6,262 Vallejo residents live in low-lying flood-prone areas. The
commercial areas along Sonoma Blvd./Highway 29 and near White Slough are also
in high-risk areas. The total property value of flood-prone buildings and their
content are valued at more than $1 billion.
The stormwater system we have in place prevented hundreds of millions of dollars
in property damage and residents stayed safe this October. But significant flood
damage did occur in a number of areas, and these incidents highlight the urgent
need to accelerate repairs and maintenance for the system.
Property owners will have the option to vote yes or no to raise the fee that pays for
maintenance of the flood protection system that protected the city during the
October storm. Residents have paid the same low rate — just $1.97 per month —
since 1997.
Wear and tear on this system is mounting and the District has reached the end of its
ability to pay for maintenance out of its reserves. If Vallejo property owners
approve the proposed structure, the typical residential rate will gradually rise from
$1.97 per property per month to $4.50 per month by 2026. Commercial rates will
also rise by a similar percentage.

If the drain is still clogged after
you’ve removed the debris, call us at
707.644.8949 to report it.

The Vallejo Watershed Alliance is a
community-based volunteer group
that hosts creek cleanups and habitat
restoration projects, such as our
current efforts at Lake Dalwigk and
Glen Cove Waterfront Park (above).

The volunteer days are easy and fun,
and all ages and abilities are welcome.
You can find out more (and sign up
for the email announcement list) at
VallejoWatershedAlliance.org. We’d
love to have you join us!

This fee increase, if approved by property owners, will help us keep Austin Creek
and other channels from clogging up with weeds and trash. Floodwaters can then
move quickly out of the city to the Mare Island Strait. We will also install additional
trash removal devices and replace stormwater pipes that run under city streets.
To learn more about the proposal, ask questions, and voice any concerns you may
have, visit VallejoWastewater.org/333/Proposed-Stormwater-Fee-Increase or call
707.644.8949.
Watch your mailbox for that ballot!

NEW STORMWATER INFRASTRUCTURE

REDUCED RATE
PROGRAM
The District offers a Reduced
Rate Program for qualifying
residential customers who own
and are living in their home. For
the tax year from July 1, 2021 to
June 30, 2022, the sewer bill
reduction is 17.5% off standard
residential sewer rates.
Current participation in PG&E’s
CARE Program is required;
apply at PGE.com/care. An
approved application is valid for
two years.
Applications received and
approved prior to Dec. 31, 2021
are adjusted for the current fiscal
year, and applications after Jan. 1,
2022 are applied toward the
following fiscal year’s rate.

The District is working with Tripoint Homes and contractor Garney Pacific, Inc. to
construct the storm drain system that will support the new Waterstone subdivision
on Columbus Parkway near the Greenmont Drive intersection. The storm drain
improvements, which include installation of 48” and 24” storm drain pipes along
the east side of Columbus Parkway, will also widen Columbus to two lanes in each
direction from south of Greenmont to Regents Park Drive. The new infrastructure
will manage runoff from the new development and ultimately will include a new
stormwater pump station. These initial improvements for the project began in midNovember and will continue through early 2022.
Culvert work, channel clearing and vegetation removal work continues on Austin
Creek, which will significantly help storm drainage in the Austin Creek basin. The
section upstream of Redwood Parkway has been completed, while work on the
segment between Redwood and Highway 37 is slated for this summer. This
important work is expensive and ongoing, as reeds grow annually in the natural
channels.
Before and after channel clearing

Download the application or
complete the online form at
VallejoWastewater.org.

OCTOBER’S HISTORIC STORM
Nearly 5” of rain fell on Oct. 24, and with
more than 6” total rainfall for that week,
Vallejo, like many other communities,
grappled with a storm of historic proportions.
Prior to the start of the storm, storm drains,
grates, and channels had been cleared by
Vallejo Flood & Wastewater District crews.
Because of the intensity of the rains, branches,
leaves, trash and other debris washed into the
storm pipes, causing blockages.
During the storm, our field crews worked
round the clock, addressing localized street
flooding in the Mississippi/Hampshire,
Meadows, Miller Avenue and Pepper Drive/
Ifland Way areas, and keeping water moving
away from properties throughout the rest of
the city. Our staff immediately responded and are continuing to work with homeowners whose properties were impacted by
flooding. No sewer overflows were reported. At the wastewater treatment plant, operators were able to keep treating the
incoming high levels of water. Laboratory staff continued our rigorous testing protocols to ensure that the treatment process
was fully effective. Our staff responded to 98 service calls throughout that weekend, and more than 2,000 free sandbags were
provided in the prior week and over the weekend, with staff refilling the supplies Friday and Saturday to keep up with demand.
We are incredibly proud of our staff for their knowledge, dedication, and commitment to our community.
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Would you like to know when we
post a new Board of Trustee
meeting agenda? Or learn when
bids are posted for maintenance
and professional services, or when
news and spotlights are added to
the website? It’s easy!
Simply visit VallejoWastewater.org/
AlertCenter, enter your email, and
click on Notify Me. You’ll be able
to select from several alerts. Each
time something is added to the alert
center in the selected categories
chosen, you’ll receive an email with
a link to that new item.

