LEAF RAKING TIME

RECENT DISTRICT AWARDS

When it rains, storm drains help keep
Vallejo neighborhoods from flooding.
Leaves and branches often collect in
gutters and block storm drains, which can
cause water to back up, cause ponding
that slows or stops traffic, and even flood
yards and homes. Our crews work hard to
maintain storm drains and keep them free
of debris. But with thousands of drains
spread out across the city, we need your
help too.

Brags On Us!

•

Avoid piling up yard waste. Keep it in
a yard waste bin or other container.

•

Use a rake or broom to remove
leaves and debris from the tops of
storm drains, and then place the
material in your yard waste bin.
Never reach in or poke something
down into a storm drain.

•

If the drain is still clogged after
you’ve removed the debris on top,
call us at 707.644.8949 and we will
address the problem.

Recently, the National Association of Clean Water
Agencies (NACWA) presented Vallejo Flood &
Wastewater District with a Peak Performance Award.
This annual award is presented to honorees who have
achieved excellence in operational performance and
permit compliance.
Adam Krantz, Chief Executive Officer of NACWA, applauds this year’s
recipients, noting: “As we emerge from this prolonged public health crisis, it is
imperative that we remember and honor the backbone of our communities:
municipal clean water agencies. These outstanding members have reliably
provided access to affordable clean water services throughout the pandemic,
often risking their lives to do so. On behalf of NACWA’s Board of Directors, I
congratulate all this year’s award winners. Their continued compliance with Clean
Water Act standards should serve as inspiration to the entire public clean water
sector.”
Popular Annual Financial Report
The District’s new Popular Annual Financial Report (PAFR), a 17-page, fullcolor summary of the District’s annual financial statements, received the Award
for Outstanding Achievement in
Popular Annual Financial
Reporting from the Government
Finance Officers Association.
The award evaluated the report
on reader appeal,
understandability, distribution,
creativity and other elements.
The reviewers commented
favorably that, “the District
simplifies the complex financial
data in an easy to understand
format.”
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SANDBAG TIME!

NEW STORMWATER TRASH PROJECT

During the rainy season, the District
supplies free sand and burlap bags to
Vallejo residents, and provides
instruction in filling and stacking
bags. Even if it hasn’t started raining,
it’s great to be prepared.

The District works throughout the year to remove trash from Vallejo’s waterways.
In addition to our monthly volunteer cleanups with the Vallejo Watershed Alliance,
we also fund professional cleaning in areas that are not appropriate for volunteers.

Sandbags are available at our selfserve sandbag station, located at the
west end of Ryder Street. The station
is open Monday through Friday,
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., midOctober through mid-April.
After hours, the sandbag station is
opened if there is a high demand
during a major storm. To find out if
the station is open after hours, call
707.644.8949.

With the City of Vallejo, we are co-permittees on a regional stormwater permit that
measures our compliance in a number of areas, including trash. The current permit
requires a significant investment in large trash removal devices that screen out litter
from water that moves through the storm drain system. The photo below shows
one of the three most recent devices being installed; a $4.5 million project that was
completed earlier this year. A fourth large device is in the works for Austin Creek,
just west of Caliber Collision on Sonoma Blvd. It is slated for installation late in
2022. We’ve started the design, soil sampling and surveying, and are coordinating
with three regulatory agencies
for environmental permitting.
That project, which will receive
partial funding from CalTrans,
is estimated to cost
approximately $2 million in
design and construction costs,
not including ongoing
maintenance. The District
seeks these types of funding
partnerships for large
construction projects; outside
funding is not available for
ongoing maintenance.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
The Vallejo Watershed Alliance is a community-based volunteer
group that hosts habitat restoration projects and waterway
cleanups throughout the year. Group cleanups as well as DIY
cleanups (we’ll provide supplies, you pick the time and place) are
available. You can find out more (and sign up for the email
announcement list) at VallejoWatershedAlliance.org.
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STORMWATER PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE AND INVITATION
In the spring of 2022,
property owners served
by the Vallejo Flood &
Wastewater District may
receive a ballot in the
mail for a proposed
stormwater service rate
increase. Before
deciding, the District
invites our customers to
attend a public hearing
on November 9, 2021 at
5:00 pm. You will be
able to learn more about
the proposed increase
and ask questions.
Here’s some
background: Residential
stormwater service fees
cover maintenance of
the flood protection
system that keeps
streets, businesses, and
homes dry during
rainstorms. Most
residents have paid the
same low rate — just
$1.97 per month —
since 1997. Since that time, inflation has nibbled away at the purchasing power of these fees. The system has also continued to
accumulate normal wear and tear.
Floods are rare in Vallejo, because big rainstorms are uncommon — and the stormwater system works. But during El Niño
years, we can experience heavy rains that close streets and threaten life and property. According to the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, about 6,262 Vallejo residents live in low-lying flood-prone areas. The commercial areas along Sonoma
Blvd./Highway 29 and near White Slough are also in high-risk areas. The total property value of flood-prone buildings and
their content are valued at more than $1 billion.
If Vallejo property owners approve the proposed rates, the typical residential fee will gradually rise from $1.97 per property
per month to $4.50 per month by 2027. Commercial rates will rise by a similar amount.
This rate increase will help us keep Austin Creek and other channels from clogging up with weeds and trash. Floodwaters can
then move quickly out of the city to the Mare Island Strait. We will also install trash removal devices and replace stormwater
pipes that run under city streets.
To learn more about the proposal, ask questions, and voice any concerns you may have, the District invites all property
owners to join us for this public hearing on November 9 at 5 pm. For details, visit: https://www.vallejowastewater.org/333/
Proposed-Stormwater-Fee-Increase.

ENJOYING SPECIAL TREATS OVER THE HOLIDAYS?
Many sewer overflows in Vallejo residences are
caused by too much cooking grease heading
into the sink instead of the trash. Over time,
grease can build up and block the entire pipe.
Overflows are expensive, and can create health
hazards as well.
To prevent this from happening, scrape plates
into the trash and wipe out small amounts of
pan grease before washing. If you have large
amounts of used cooking
oil, it’s easy to recycle it!
You can bring it to
Recology Vallejo at 2021
Broadway in Vallejo
(maximum 10 gallons).
Current hours are
Saturdays only, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. You don’t need an appointment, but Recology is closed on
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s Day. Recology also offers curb-side pickup of cooking oil
(maximum 1 gallon). Please put oil in a tightly sealed plastic container. For more info call 707.552.3110.
For a free brochure on Fat Free Sewers, call us at 707.652.7812 and leave your name and address. We’ll
mail you one!

WEBSITE HIGHLIGHT: TRANSLATIONS AVAILABLE
Some documents, such as our
brochures and public hearing
notices, are translated into
Spanish and are available on our
website, as are our Reduced Rate
Program (English, Spanish,
Tagalog) and our Upper Lateral
Program (English and Spanish)
videos.
For website pages and documents
that are solely in English, you can
use the Google Translate button
on the lower right hand side of
each page and select from more
than 100 languages.

