REDUCED RATE
PROGRAM

DISTRICT RECEIVES $300K ENERGY
GRANT

Vallejo Flood & Wastewater District
offers a Reduced Rate Program for
qualifying residential customers who own
and are living in their home. For the tax
year from July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022,
the sewer bill reduction is 17.5% off
standard residential sewer rates.
Current participation in PG&E’s CARE
Program is required. You may apply for
the PG&E Care Program at PGE.com/
care.
When you fill out your Reduced Rate
Program application with the District, you
must attach a copy of your most recent
PG&E billing that shows you are
participating in their program. The CARE
Program address must be the same as the
Reduced Rate Program address, and the
address must be for your primary
residence. The reduced rate is not
transferable to a new address or another
person. If you move, you may reapply for
the program at your new address. An
approved application is valid for two
years.
Download and complete the Reduced
Rate Program Application (PDF) or
complete the online form at
VallejoWastewater.org.
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OUR WATER
OUR WORLD
The District is pleased to announce that we have been awarded a $300,000 grant
from the California Office of Emergency Services (CalOES) under the FY 202021 Community Power Resiliency allocation.
The District will use the money towards construction of a new power project
which is estimated to save the District about $200,000 annually while increasing
resiliency through less reliance on PG&E’s electricity grid. For this project, the
District is partnering with Bloom Energy to install a 700-kilowatt energy server
using natural gas-powered fuel cell technology.
Since July 1, 2019, Vallejo’s wastewater treatment plant has experienced 89 hours
of electrical power outages. We currently use natural gas as a backup energy
source to keep the treatment plant running continuously, even during power
outages.
“The fuel cells will allow us to create a resilient ‘microgrid’ which will deliver up
to 560-kilowatts of electrical energy during a power outage,” says Melissa
Morton, District Manager. “We are honored that CalOES is supporting our
work.”
During non-power outage periods, the District will use the fuel cells to generate
electricity that is cleaner and less expensive than electricity from the grid.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
The Vallejo Watershed Alliance is a
community-based volunteer group
that hosts cleanups and habitat
restoration projects throughout the
year, like this one at Lake Chabot.
We also host workdays at Blue Rock
Springs Creek, Lake Dalwigk, and
Rindler Creek, and provide supplies
for DIY Cleanups.
You can find out more (and sign up
for the email announcement list) at
VallejoWatershedAlliance.org.

Our Water Our World is an awardwinning partnership between water
pollution prevention agencies such as
ours, and garden centers and
hardware stores that sell pest control
products. The District is a long-time
and active member of the
partnership, which provides useful
information on less-toxic, ecofriendly products and techniques,
because many common pesticides are
harmful to sensitive species and
ecosystems when they reach local
creeks, bays, and the ocean.
Check out their updated website at
OurWaterOurWorld.org and look for
the logo at Home Depot.

July - September 2021

COASTAL CLEANUP DAY IS BACK!
We are excited to announce
that Coastal Cleanup Day is
returning as a public event on
Saturday, September 18
from 9 a.m. to noon.
Due to COVID, last year’s
version of the annual
statewide cleanup was held as
a DIY event, with volunteers
cleaning their own neighborhoods as well as possible,
given all the restrictions and
challenges of 2020.

This year we’ll be back bigger
and better than ever, with our
longtime, dedicated
volunteers and new partners, groups, ideas and more. In 2019, more than 800
Vallejoans, including the NorthBay Ploggers above, cleaned up 21 sites around
town, and we’re looking for ways to engage even more participants this year.
Look for updated information on our website (VallejoWastewater.org) as well as
VALCORErecycling.org, VallejoWatershedAlliance.org, and announcements in the
Vallejo Times-Herald and on NextDoor.
If you are interested in becoming a site captain, please contact Jennifer Kaiser at
JKaiser@VallejoWastewater.org. Happy Cleanup!
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INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS
Major Sewer Line Improvements
This summer, the District will begin work on the Meadows Basin
Sewer Rehabilitation Project, which will include the rehabilitation
and replacement of more than a mile of sanitary sewer mains and
lower sewer laterals (which typically span from the property line to
the sewer main) in the area around Catalina and Avalon Circles.
These repairs will reduce stormwater and groundwater entering the
sewer system -- this flow can increase up to six times normal dry
weather flow -- and also includes rehabilitation of several manholes
in the surrounding area. The estimated construction cost for the
project is $1.68 million. All efforts will be made to reduce noise,
dust, and traffic impacts during construction, which is slated to
begin in June.
Trash Capture
The District actively works throughout the year to remove trash
from Vallejo’s waterways. We host monthly volunteer cleanups
along local waterways with our partners at the Vallejo Watershed
Alliance, and in areas where it’s not appropriate for volunteers we
fund professional cleanings several times a year. We also operate
and maintain several trash removal devices that screen litter out as
water moves through the storm drain system.
With the City of Vallejo, we are co-permittees on a regional
stormwater permit that measures our compliance in a number of
areas, including trash. The current permit requires a significant
investment in full trash capture devices. Last year, we installed two
new devices on Solano Ave. and Sonoma Blvd. We are nearing
completion on installation of the third device, this one at BW
Williams and Lewis Brown Dr. These three installations total
approximately $5 million in design and construction costs, not
including ongoing maintenance.
Thank you for your patience and understanding while we work to
reduce Vallejo’s trash issues and remain in compliance with regional
regulations.

