EARTH DAY

NEW DISTRICT VIDEOS

There won’t be an Earth Day festival
downtown this year, but you can still
celebrate! Vallejo Watershed Alliance is
offering DIY Cleanups and a safe and
socially-distant group cleanup; for the
most current information visit the website
at VallejoWatershedAlliance.org.

Issue 17 Volume 2 Ι Spring

You can get updated information for
county-wide Earth Day opportunities, as
well as simple, sustainable actions to take
at home and in your neighborhood, at
CleanupSolano.org.

Ever wonder what happens at a wastewater treatment plant? Or considered what
it might be like as a career? The District has two new videos on YouTube that
will answer at least some of those questions!
The Wastewater Treatment Plant Tour gives viewers of all ages a brief walkthrough of the process, from the time that wastewater enters the treatment plant,
through the steps of cleaning the water, to its eventual discharge into the Mare
Island Strait.

CALL US FIRST

The Working at the District video focuses on what it’s like to work in Vallejo, as
well as giving anyone who might be interested in exploring wastewater as a career
choice a sense of the different types of jobs available in this essential field.

Sewer backing up?
Nothing lasts forever, and a sewer pipe is
no exception. The older the pipe (called a
lateral) is, the more likely it is that a
blockage will occur. The most common
cause is tree root intrusion, but ground
settling, earthquakes and old pipe
materials are also culprits. Vallejo Flood
& Wastewater District may save you
significant money on repairs for sewer
lateral replacement. Call us first at (707)
644-8949 to ask about our Upper Lateral
Program.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
The Vallejo Watershed Alliance is a
community-based volunteer group
that hosts cleanups and habitat
restoration projects throughout the
year, like this one at Lake Dalwigk.
We also host workdays at Blue Rock
Springs Creek, Lake Chabot, and
Rindler Creek, and provide supplies
for DIY Cleanups.
You can find out more (and sign up
for the email announcement list) at
www.VallejoWatershedAlliance.org.
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MEET OUR PAFR!

NEW DISTRICT WEBSITE LAUNCHES

Last July, the District was selected by
Engaging Local Government Leaders
(ELGL.org) to be part of a new
national program that partners
graduate students in public
administration with local
governments to develop Popular
Annual Financial Reporting (PAFR).

The new site,
which offers
easy access to
essential
information
about the
District, is part
of the agency’s
ongoing efforts
to enhance the
quality and
availability of
information to
the greater
Vallejo community. It has a modern and colorful design, and its user-friendly nature
provides site visitors with more efficient access to the agency’s resources. The last
time we redesigned our website was in 2013.

An intern from the University of
Nebraska at Omaha helped us
develop our first PAFR that presents
the District’s financial position in a
more accessible and understandable
format designed for the general
public.
The PAFR is available on our website
at VallejoWastewater.org.

“We are delighted to present the new site to the public,” says Melissa Morton,
District Manager. “It’s much easier to use and provides a tremendous amount of
information in intuitive ways. We are always looking for ways to help our
community connect with us, and the new website makes that much easier.”
The new website was developed with CivicPlus, a nation-wide contractor who
specializes in government websites. It is mobile-friendly, and will save the District
more than $50,000 over the next four years, due to changes in the server.
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RECENT EMERGENCY REPAIR
During wastewater treatment, liquids and solids are separated so
that they can be treated appropriately. In the second stage of
treatment, wastewater that has had many of the solids removed is
sprinkled into a biotower, which is filled with plastic media. As the
water flows over the plastic, microorganisms living on the plastic
media eat the impurities still in the water, setting it up for the final
stage of disinfection before discharge.
In February, the mechanism that drives the sprinkler arms in one
of the District’s biotowers failed suddenly, cutting the treatment
plant’s capacity in half.
Thanks to a tremendous and quick response by Operations &
Maintenance Department staff, significant problems were averted
and repairs were made in a timely manner. Huge thanks are due to
the team (photo at right) for their outstanding response!
If you’d like to know more about the wastewater treatment
process, check out our new treatment plant tour video. See the
back page for details.
Upcoming Projects
Using a less-intrusive pipe-bursting method, the District will be
replacing all of the sewer lines and lower lateral pipes (from the
cleanouts to the sewer mains) on Catalina Circle and Avalon Circle.
The repairs are currently estimated at over $1 million. The work
will reduce stormwater and groundwater entering the sewer system,
and include some manhole rehabilitation in the surrounding area.
The contractor will inform residents before work begins. All efforts
will be made to reduce noise, dust, and traffic impacts during
construction, which is slated to begin in June.
Another major project is planned for this summer at the
treatment plant. One of our secondary clarifiers, used to further
remove pollutants from the treated wastewater, is due for planned
rehabilitation. That project is estimated to cost $1.16 million.

