RAKE LEAVES

YOUR DISTRICT WINS GOLD!

Recently, the National Association of
Clean Water Agencies (NACWA)
presented Vallejo Flood &
Wastewater District with a Peak
Performance Award. This annual
award is presented to honorees who
have achieved excellence in
operational performance and permit
compliance.

When it rains, storm drains help to keep
Vallejo neighborhoods from flooding.
When leaves collect in gutters and block
these drains, water can back up and cause
ponding that slows or stops traffic and
can even flood yards and homes. While
autumn is when leaves are most likely to
collect in drains, it can happen at any time
of the year. Our crews work hard to
maintain storm drains on streets. But with
thousands of drains spread across the
city, we need your help too.
•

Avoid piling yard waste like fallen
leaves and sticks in your yard. Keep it
in a yard waste bin or other container.

•

Use a rake or broom to remove
leaves and debris from the tops of
storm drains, and then place the
material in your yard waste bin.
Never try to clean inside a storm
drain.

•
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Adam Krantz, Chief Executive
Officer of NACWA, congratulates
this year’s honorees, noting:
“Our public utility members are the backbone of the communities they serve.
The Peak Performance Award is our chance to shine a national spotlight on
those outstanding clean water utilities that have demonstrated operational
excellence. Our Gold winners had zero permit violations for the calendar year.
These utilities represent the top performers in the whole country and go above
and beyond in their mission to protect public health and the environment. I
thank them for their service and their incredible compliance with increasingly
rigid Clean Water Act standards. This year has seen unprecedented challenges in
the wake of the pandemic, and the Peak Performance Award winners have more
than risen to the occasion.”
We are humbled to receive this award, and proud to share it with the Vallejo
community we serve.

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!

January - March 2021

SANDBAG STATION

CONTROLLING ANTS AT HOME

During the winter, the District
supplies free sand and bags to
residents in the greater Vallejo area.
Signs at the station provide
instruction in filling and stacking.
The self-serve station is located at the
west end of Ryder Street, just past
our office at 450 Ryder Street. It is
open mid-October through midApril. Normal operating hours are
Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. For more information, call
707.644.8949 during regular business
hours.

While they can be pests, ants
are helpful creatures,
especially outside. Ants kill
and eat many pest insects,
help to aerate soil, and recycle
animal and vegetable material.
This is good news, because
it’s probably not possible to
eliminate ants from their
outdoor habitat. The best way
to manage an ant invasion is
to keep them outside.

After hours or on weekends, the
sandbag station is opened if there is a
high demand during a major storm.
To find out if the sandbag station is
open, you can call 707.644.8949.

Argentine ants are frequent
invaders. They come inside a few at a time at first (the scouts), and then in long
lines, following scent trails to a food source. To avoid ant problems, store food in
the refrigerator or in containers that seal tightly. Ants come inside to find water as
well as food, so fix leaking faucets and pipes. If you deal
with ants when they first come inside, a few simple steps
can often take care of the problem. These steps are
detailed in a fact sheet: Controlling Ants In Your Home,
developed by Our Water Our World.
For your free fact sheet on less-toxic, effective ant
control, visit OurWaterOurWorld.org or call
707.652.7812 and we will mail you a copy.

If the drain is still clogged after
you’ve removed the debris, call us at
707.644.8949 to report it.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
The Vallejo Watershed Alliance is a
community-based volunteer group
that hosts creek cleanups and habitat
restoration projects throughout the
year. Check out our DIY Cleanups!
We suggest a new location each month

to focus cleanup efforts on, and can
provide the supplies you need for a
safe activity with your family or social
bubble. You can find out more (and
sign up for the email announcement
list) at VallejoWatershedAlliance.org.
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LET’S GET READY!

PREPARE YOUR FAMILY
•

To report flooding in your Vallejo neighborhood,
call us any time at 707.644.8949.

PREPARE YOUR HOME

•

Check your homeowners or renters insurance for
flood coverage—if none exists, consider
purchasing it.

You can help prevent or reduce damage caused by
flooding by doing the following:

•

•

•

•

•

Keep insurance policies, documents and other
valuables in a safe location.
Keep emergency numbers in a safe location, not
only in your cell phone.

Store supplies at work, home and car in handy
locations: first aid kit and essential medicines,
portable radio, non-perishable food items, nonelectric can opener, cash, flashlights and extra
batteries.
Store drinking water in closed, clean containers.
Allow one gallon of water per person per day for
at least three days.

•

Clean out gutter downspouts.

•

Keep trash and leaves out of gutters to prevent
clogging storm drains.

•

Keep the drainage system (creeks and culverts) on
your property clear of debris.

•

Clear dead trees that may block a drainage system.

•

Secure motor oil, antifreeze, and household
chemicals on high, enclosed shelves.

•

Landscape with native plants that resist soil
erosion.

•

Know safe routes from your home or office to
high, safe ground.

•

Keep your car fueled.

•

Keep sandbags and other emergency building
materials handy for waterproofing.

•

Check out ReadyForWildfire.org for their check
list on creating your own emergency supply kit.

•

•

Raise your washer, dryer and other equipment that
uses electricity in your garage above the base flood
elevation (see Your Flood Potential at right to
learn about flood elevations).
If you have a basement, install flood shields or
barriers above the base flood elevation.
Keep your emergency supplies, including food,
water, prescriptions and other needs on shelves
well above your base flood elevation.

YOUR FLOOD POTENTIAL
OUR FLOOD CONTROL ROLE
If you live in a low-lying area, there may be a high risk
of flooding. Visit the Bay Area Flood Maps
information page: resilience.abag.ca.gov/floods to find
out if your property is in a flood zone.
If your insurer requires a certification form, call the
City of Vallejo’s Public Works Department at
707.648.4315.

The District’s role in flood control is to protect lives
and property from the effects of flooding by
comprehensive and coordinated flood prevention
planning. To that end, we are responsible for
implementing the following flood control measures:
•

Planning, designing, and constructing flood
control channels, storm drains, pump stations and
other drainage-related facilities;

•

Maintaining existing flood control facilities;

•

Developing and implementing master plans for
selected areas;

•

Providing technical support and information on
flood control for our community;

•

Reviewing proposed development projects to see
that they meet District standards.

To help determine your flood risk, consider the
elevation of your home compared to the street level.
If your home was built after the establishment of the
Federal Flood Insurance Program thirty years ago, its
floor elevation is most likely above the flood stage
water level. If your home is older, this may not be the
case. Also, if you have converted a basement or garage
into a living space, it may be subject to flooding.
Homes outside of floodplains can sometimes be in
danger of flooding as well.

