DISTRICT AWARDS

FREE FUN ON EARTH DAY!

The District received the Government
Finance Officers Association’s (GFOA)
Distinguished Budget Presentation Award
for our budget. It also earned the
Investment Policy Certification from the
California Municipal Treasurers
Association.
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The GFOA award represents a significant
achievement, reflecting the commitment
of the Trustees and staff to meeting the
highest principles of governmental
budgeting.
The CMTA certification recognizes that
the District's Investment Policy adheres
with the State of California Government
Code and meets the program
requirements within 18 different topic
areas deemed to be best practices for
investment policies.

CALL US FIRST
Sewer backing up?
Nothing lasts forever, and a sewer pipe is
no exception. The older the pipe (called a
lateral) is, the more likely it is that a
blockage will occur. The most common
cause is tree root intrusion, but ground
settling, earthquakes and old pipe
materials are also culprits. Vallejo Flood
& Wastewater District may save you
significant money on repairs for sewer
lateral replacement. Call us first at (707)
644-8949 to ask about our Upper Lateral
Program.

Celebrate Earth Day on Saturday, April 18. There are two ways to enjoy the day:
At the Earth Day Fair on Marin Street between Georgia and Virginia, the fun
will run from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free for the whole family, there will be face
painting, jugglers, music, craft activities, petting animals from Loma Vista Farm, a
native plant sale, and the Vallejo Watershed Alliance’s touch tanks filled with
critters from Lake Chabot. Bring your old mercury thermometer to the Vallejo
Flood & Wastewater District booth and receive a free digital thermometer in
exchange. We’ll also be giving away free cups to store cooking grease, so you can
protect your pipes!
On the same day, from 9 to 11 a.m., there will be an Earth Day Creek Cleanup
at the upper end of Hanns Park. Stow your car at the Wardlaw Dog Park lot and
walk behind the dog park, crossing the bridge over the creek. Wear comfortable
clothes, closed toe shoes, hat, sunscreen, and gloves. Volunteers under age 18
will need to have a waiver signed by a parent or guardian. RSVP to
Info@VallejoWatershedAlliance.org.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
The Vallejo Watershed Alliance is a
community-based volunteer group
that hosts cleanups and habitat
restoration projects throughout the
year, like this at Lake Dalwigk. We
also work along Blue Rock Springs
Creek, Lake Chabot, and Rindler
Creek.
You can find out more (and sign up
for the email announcement list) at
www.VallejoWatershedAlliance.org.

When mercury thermostats are
improperly discarded with everyday
trash, mercury is left to leak into the
environment. This mercury gets into
our waterways, builds up in fish, and
can cause health problems, which is
why we have fish consumption
advisories.
Vallejo residents can protect their
health and the environment by
bringing in their unwanted mercury
thermostats to Recology Vallejo.
They will safely collect the
thermostats and properly dispose of
them.
Recology is located at 2021
Broadway, and they will accept the
thermostats (as well as oil, paint, used
cooking oil, and batteries). Drop-off
hours are Thursday through Saturday,
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
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KEEP BED BUGS AWAY!
Bed bugs are small, flat insects that
hide in tight spaces like mattress
seams and cracks in furniture.
They are similar in color to an
apple seed, but a bit smaller.
Young bed bugs start off about
the size of a poppy seed.
Anyone can get bed bugs.
Infestations are becoming more
common, and once you have
them, they can be hard to control.
There are some things you can do
yourself, but you may need to use
a pest control professional to
successfully identify and control bed bugs. If you rent and have bed bugs, you will
need to work with your landlord to make sure bugs are
eliminated. Spraying bugs directly with eco-friendly
products is effective, but insecticides alone cannot
eliminate a bed bug infestation. Over-the-counter ‘bug
bombs’ are not effective and may scatter bed bugs into
new rooms in your home or into neighbors’ apartments.
For a free new fact sheet on keeping bed bugs out of
your home, visit OurWaterOurWorld.org or call
707.652.7812.
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NEW TRASH CAPTURE FACILITIES TO IMPROVE
STORMWATER QUALITY
The District actively works throughout the year to remove trash from Vallejo’s waterways. With our
partners at the Vallejo Watershed Alliance, we host monthly cleanings along local waterways; in areas
where it’s not appropriate for volunteers we fund professional cleanings several times a year; and we
operate and maintain several trash removal devices that screen litter out as water moves through the
storm drain system.
With the City of Vallejo, we are co-permittees on a regional stormwater permit that measures our
compliance in a number of areas, including trash. The current permit requires a significant investment
in full capture trash devices, similar to the one pictured below. The new project includes trash capture
devices at three sites. The installations will total approximately $5 million in design and construction
costs, not including ongoing maintenance. Work is planned for April through October and will take
place Monday through Friday, from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. All efforts will be made to minimize noise,
dust, and traffic impacts during construction. Here’s what to expect at each location:
1. Solano Avenue at Wilson Park: This construction project will reach into Solano Avenue, and will
include jackhammer work. One lane in each direction will stay open for traffic.
2. Sonoma Boulevard (3700 block): Work will be done in the parking lot behind Highway 29 Healthcare
and Picknicky’s Sandwich shop. Customers in that area will have access to street parking on
Sonoma. There will be limited parking and access in back; handicap parking spaces will not be
impacted.
3. BW Williams at Lewis Brown Drive: Traffic impacts will be low, but there will be construction noise
during the work day.
Thank you in advance for your patience and understanding while we work to reduce Vallejo’s trash
issues and remain in compliance with regional regulations. If you have questions about these projects,
please contact Kyle Broughton, Engineering Supervisor, at (707) 644-8949 ext. 1307 or
KBroughton@VallejoWastewater.org.

