WE’RE OPEN!

SEWER REHABILITATION PROJECT

We are pleased to announce that the
administrative offices of Vallejo Flood &
Wastewater District are open.
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Protocols are in place to protect staff and
visitors. These include modified hours:
we are open Monday-Thursday from
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
One person at a time will be allowed into
the lobby; if there are more people
waiting, please stay at least 6 feet apart.
Please wear a face covering. Do not shake
hands or have physical contact. And,
most important, do not visit if you feel ill.
We look forward to seeing you soon!

This sewer project rehabilitates approximately 1,300 linear feet of sewer main in
North Camino Alto between Tuolumne and Power Drive, and approximately
1,000 linear feet of sewer main in backyard easements on Indiana Street between
Shasta and Mariposa Streets. These lines are being replaced because over the
years, tree roots have grown into the lines, requiring increased maintenance to
prevent rain and groundwater from getting into the sewer system.
District staff kept this project moving forward during the pandemic, bidding and
awarding the project during a unique bidding climate when many public works
projects had slowed. The project was awarded to Glossage Engineering, a
Richmond-based company, for $477,222, which was 48% of the Engineer’s
Estimated Construction Cost. This will provide jobs for Bay Area workers.
We will make considerable effort to keep traffic, noise, and dust to a minimum,
and we thank you in advance for your patience during construction. If you have
questions about the project, please contact Natalie Muradian, Associate Engineer,
at NMuradian@VallejoWastewater.org or 707.558.3416.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
The Vallejo Watershed Alliance is a community-based volunteer group
that hosts creek cleanups and habitat restoration projects throughout
the year.
Want to know more? Visit VallejoWatershedAlliance.org and sign up
for the email announcement list.

July - September 2020

RATE INFORMATION

CONTROLLING YELLOWJACKETS

On June 12, 2018, the District’s
Board of Trustees approved a 5-year
sewer service charge rate increase in
order to repair and replace aging
sewer pipes, pumps and other
infrastructure at the wastewater
treatment plant and pump
stations. You will see an increase on
your property tax bill for the Annual
Sewer and Storm User Fees. Starting
July 1, 2020, single family residential
fees will increase from $54.64 to
$59.56 per month. Commercial rates
will increase as well; please see the
rate schedule on our website for
details. Visit VallejoWastewater.org
and click “I am a customer,” then “I
want to understand sewer rates.” For
more information, call our billing line
at 707.644.8976.

Yellowjackets can be
annoying and intimidating
pests at picnics and around
the barbecue, especially in
late summer. On the
positive side, they prey on
many other insect pests such
as caterpillars and flies.
Before you take steps to get
rid of yellow-jackets around
your house or yard, be sure
the problem is yellowjackets!
Less aggressive flying
insects, such as paper wasps,
mud daubers, and honeybees, are often mistaken for yellowjackets.

Expanded Reduced Rate Program
The District offers a reduced rate
program for qualifying residential
customers. This year, the reduction
has been increased from 10% to
17.5% from standard residential
sewer rates, effectively keeping the
reduced rate at current year levels.
Current participation in PG&E’s
CARE Program is required. Visit
VallejoWastewater.org and click “I
am a customer,” then “I want to
understand bill payments” to apply.

Trapping can help control yellowjackets if there aren’t too many. You can find both
disposable and reusable traps in home and garden centers. If you find several
yellowjackets in your home frequently, you may have a nest inside your walls. To
protect yourself and your family from getting stung, call a local
pest control company (see page 2) that specializes in less-toxic
pest control methods. The pest controller should only need to
use poison bait if you have very large numbers of yellowjackets.
For your free fact sheet on controlling yellowjackets, visit
OurWaterOurWorld.org or call us at (707) 652-7812.
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HIRING A PEST CONTROL COMPANY
Sometimes a pest
problem is so bad that
you don’t want to
tackle it yourself. Or
sometimes, as with
bed bugs or a
yellowjacket nest, it’s
more efficient to get
professional help.
Just as we promote
products that are ecofriendly and effective,
we also believe that
the best pest control
services use integrated
pest management
practices (IPM).
Most pest control
companies recognize
that IPM solves pest
problems more permanently than repeated spraying, because IPM emphasizes keeping pests out of buildings and working with
residents on prevention. It’s still very important, though, to ask specifically for IPM services when you interview or hire a pest
management company, or discuss services with your regular provider.
In California, three programs certify and list pest control companies that provide IPM services. EcoWise Certified administers
a rigorous test to make sure licensed pest management professionals understand and can provide prevention-based pest
control practices. They certify both companies and individuals. GreenPro, a program of the National Pest Management
Association, certifies companies and IPM services that are “reduced risk, comprehensive, and effective.” Green Shield
Certified, operated by the nonprofit IPM Institute of North America, certifies companies and services.
Even when you call a certified business, insist on IPM! Many certified
companies offer both conventional spray programs and IPM services.
If you are exploring hiring a pest control company, here are some questions to
ask:
•

Is your company certified by EcoWise, Green Pro, or Green Shield?

•

Can I count on you to deliver IPM services?

•

Will you send a person who specializes in IPM?

•

Do you try other steps before using a pesticide?

•

Will the services you provide keep pests from coming back?

For your free fact sheet on hiring a pest control company that uses less-toxic,
IPM approaches, visit OurWaterOurWorld.org or call us at (707) 652-7812.

COASTAL CLEANUP DAY
Coastal Cleanup Day is coming!
Chances are excellent that it
won’t look like prior years’
activities, but know for certain
that our partners at the
California Coastal Commission,
Solano County, and around
Vallejo are working to create
another great cleanup event in
September. Whether it occurs
on a single day or throughout
the month is to be determined.
As soon as the state finalizes its
plans, information will be
posted on our website at
VallejoWastewater.org and at
VALCORErecycling.org, as
well as media outlets.
Stay tuned!

VISIONS OF THE WILD
Since 2014, Visions of the Wild has brought our community
together to celebrate art and nature. The festival connects
people with our beautiful local landscape using the arts, guest
speakers and field trips. This year, due to public health
concerns, the program will be a bit different. The 2020
festival will take place in Vallejo on September 11-13,
however several events will move online and others will be
modified or postponed. For current information, visit
VisionsoftheWild.org.
This year’s theme is Earth Year. In celebration of fifty years
since the first Earth Day, the festival takes on a local and a
global perspective. We will explore environmental issues
where we live, while connecting with artists and concerned
citizens around the world.
Vallejo Flood & Wastewater District is pleased to join with
the USDA Forest Service and the Vallejo Community Arts
Foundation to present this uplifting event during a difficult
and transformative time.

