TOILETS AREN’T
TRASHCANS

LET US KNOW IF YOU SEE AN OVERFLOW

It’s easy to remember: only things that
come out of your body and toilet paper
should go down the toilet, and only water
should go down the drain.
Wipes, paper towels, and feminine
hygiene products should be put in the
trash, not the toilet. Cooking grease and
unused medicines have drop-off sites for
proper disposal.
If you are interested in receiving a free
letter-sized or 11x17 poster, useful for
homes, daycare centers, schools, nursing
facilities, etc., let us know. They are
available either as a PDF or laminated.
Contact us for your free copy by calling
707.652.7812, or email your request to
JKaiser@VallejoWastewater.org.
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Vallejo Wastewater is asking for help in reporting overflows.
Timing is critical when responding to a sewer overflow or a blocked storm drain.
Please call us immediately at 707.644.8949 if you see one happening. We monitor
our phones 24-hours a day, 7 days a week.
A quick response will reduce the risk of property damage or health impacts, and
helps protect Vallejo’s creeks, lakes and the Bay. Failure to respond quickly and
effectively to sewer spills can result in fines as well as environmental problems.
You can help! Although we regularly check the City of Vallejo’s See Click Fix site
during business hours in case someone has posted an overflow there, the fastest
and best way to reach us is to call us immediately at 707.644.8949.
Thank you for helping keep Vallejo safe and healthy, and preventing pollution
from entering our waterways.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

RATE INCREASE

NEW SEWER CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS

On June 12, 2018, the District’s
Board of Trustees approved a 5-year
sewer service charge rate increase in
order to repair and replace aging
sewer pipes, pumps and other
infrastructure at the wastewater
treatment plant and pump stations.
You will see an increase on your
property tax bill for the Annual
Sewer and Storm User Fees. Starting
July 1, 2019, single family residential
fees will increase from $48.78 to
$54.64 per month. Commercial rates
will increase as well; please see the
rate schedule on our website for
details. Visit VallejoWastewater.org
and click “I am a customer,” then “I
want to understand sewer rates.” For
more information, call our billing line
at 707.644.8976.

Sereno/Mesa Verde Sewer Rehabilitation Project

Reduced Rate Program
The District offers a reduced rate
program for qualifying residential
customers, which offers a 10%
reduction from standard residential
sewer rates. Current participation in
PG&E’s CARE Program is required.
Visit VallejoWastewater.org and click
“I am a customer,” then “I want to
understand bill payments” to apply.

This project will rehabilitate approximately
2,400 linear feet of sanitary sewer mains in
the 300 block of Mesa Verde Street,
continuing west on Sereno Drive near
Kaiser Permanente Vallejo Medical Center.
We will replace aging pipelines that allow
stormwater and groundwater to infiltrate
into the sewer system. Reducing infiltration
helps decrease the possibility of sewer overflows and spills. We will complete this
work in advance of a City of Vallejo paving and resurfacing project on Sereno Drive
scheduled for July 2019. Access to the Kaiser Permanente Vallejo Medical Center
will be accommodated at all times during construction. The project is estimated to
run from mid-June to mid-July. Project Manager: Kyle Broughton, Engineering
Supervisor, 707-651-7139
Mare Island Way Sewer Rehabilitation Project
The Mare Island Way project will replace and rehabilitate approximately 800 feet of
36-inch diameter sanitary sewer main on Mare Island Way between National Alley
and Florida Street. The sewer main is severely deteriorated; and was constructed in
the 1950s. The project will start in September and be active into November. Project
Manager: Natalie Muradian, Associate Engineer, 707-558-3416
Both projects will result in temporary impacts to traffic and may create additional
noise in the areas. We will minimize these impacts as much as possible and thank
you in advance for your patience during construction of this critical infrastructure.
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The Vallejo Watershed Alliance is a community-based volunteer
group that hosts creek cleanups and habitat restoration projects
throughout the year, like this one at Lake Dalwigk.
You can find out more (and sign up for the email announcement
list) at www.VallejoWatershedAlliance.org.
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CONTROLLING APHIDS IN YOUR GARDEN

COASTAL CLEANUP DAY
Coastal Cleanup Day is the world’s largest volunteer event to
protect our environment. We invite you to take part on Saturday,
September 21, 2019 from 9:00 a.m. to noon. On this day, volunteers
from all over the world will do their part to clean local beaches,
rivers, creeks and parks. You can too!
Vallejo Flood & Wastewater District and VALCORE Recycling are
proud to lead the event in Vallejo. It’s easy to participate. No special
equipment or experience is necessary, and all are welcome.
Last year, Coastal Cleanup Day in Vallejo brought together more
than 700 people who removed over 11,000 pounds of ocean-bound
trash from 20 cleanup sites in 3 hours.
To learn more about Vallejo’s Coastal Cleanup Day and how you
and your family can participate, visit ValcoreRecycling.org or call
707.645.8258. If you have a class, service club, scout troop, or other
group interested in joining the event, please contact Jennifer Kaiser
at JKaiser@vallejowastewater.org or call 707.652.7812.
This year’s artwork, used statewide, is generously donated by Marin
County artist Tom Killion.

VISIONS OF THE WILD
Aphids are very small insects with soft, pear-shaped bodies, often found on young buds, stems, and the underside of leaves. If
you look closely you’ll see that they have long legs and antennae. Some even have wings.
Aphids aren't all bad : a few aphids on your plants can actually make your garden healthier because they attract beneficial
insects—good bugs that eat pests and pollinate your garden. Many helpful spiders and bugs (like ladybugs and green
lacewings) will stay in your garden if there are aphids to eat. A large infestation can stunt plant growth or distort leaves and
flowers.
Aphid problems often start early in the spring. As the beneficial insects arrive and reproduce in your garden, the aphid
population shrinks. If a large number of aphids seem to be damaging roses and other plants and the beneficials haven’t shown
up yet, you can reduce the aphid population with a sharp stream of water from your hose, or a spray with horticultural oil,
such as Bonide All Seasons Horticultural and Dormant Spray Oil, or insecticidal soap, such as Miracle-Gro Nature’s Care
Insecticidal Soap. You can also purchase ladybugs or green lacewings and release them onto your infested plants.
Aphids make honeydew, a sweet, sticky substance on leaves and stems that attracts ants. Argentine ants love honeydew so
much that they protect aphids from their natural enemies. Honeydew may also cause harmless sooty mold fungus, which
makes leaves look black and dirty. Since ants will actually protect honeydew-producers from natural predators, it’s important
to keep ants away when you’re trying to get rid of aphids. If needed, you can paint a sticky barrier, such as Tanglefoot or
Stickem, around the trunks of woody plants, so that ants won’t be able to reach aphids on stems and leaves.
For a free fact sheet with less-toxic suggestions for controlling aphids, ants, and other garden pests, visit
OurWaterOurWorld.org or call 707.652.7812.

Vallejo Flood & Wastewater District is pleased to once again sponsor
Visions of the Wild. Now in its sixth year, this local festival connects our
community to nature through art, film and outdoor adventures.
The 2019 festival will be held from September 12-15, mostly in downtown
Vallejo. Details about events will be listed on VisionsoftheWild.org. All
activities are free and open to everyone.
This year’s theme is “Transforming Fire.” Festival programs will look at
how fire is transforming landscapes and lives in California, and also how we,
as a society, must reconsider our relationship with fire.
As part of the Visions festival, and to help celebrate the 75th birthday of
Smokey Bear, the Vallejo Naval & Historical Museum will host an exhibit of
Smokey memorabilia and posters.
Come visit the Vallejo Watershed Alliance booth at the festival’s Nature
Discovery Zone, located at the Vallejo Farmers Market on Saturday, Sept 14
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. We’ll be exploring the “Critters of Lake Chabot”
with touch tanks featuring crayfish, mussels, clams, and other creatures
found in our lake.

