NEWSLETTER NEWS

NEW OPTIONS FOR UNWANTED MEDICINE
DISPOSAL

Occasioally we are asked why we
continue to print and mail this newsletter.
If you’re asking the same question ...


Many of our customers prefer a
direct mailing. We get calls daily from
people who do not use email and are
uncomfortable with computers, yet
they still want information from us.



We use the newsletter to meet
requirements in our wastewater and
stormwater permits, these require
that we reach all of our customers.



For several years, we have offered the
option to sign up for our online
newsletter link. Less than 75 people
have done so. Since we have more
than 29,000 customers, this
represents a small percentage. There
is no “opt out” option, because the
time required to maintain the list in
that way would be more than the cost
of mailing to those few people.
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We are always looking to lower costs,
so starting now we are reducing the
number of issues from six to four per
year. This will decrease annual
mailing costs by one third.

All of the tools in our outreach toolbox
(newsletter, website, NextDoor, etc.) are
important, and all help us fulfill our goal
of helping you understand what we do
and how we do it.

The best way to dispose of your unwanted medications is to bring them to a free
drop-off site, like these listed below. The sites provide safe disposal, and keep
unwanted drugs out of your toilet or drain, which can pollute local waters.
Transfer pills to a sealable plastic bag before depositing them in the bin. Leave
liquids in their bottles, but seal them in a bag to prevent leaks. Do not include
needles (sharps) or anything else in the bag, only medicine. Over the counter
supplements, drugs, and vitamins, as well as any pet medicines, can also be
dropped off in the bins.


FREE medicine take-back boxes are available at the Kaiser Vallejo 24-hour
pharmacy (975 Sereno) and the Walgreens 24-hour pharmacy (1050
Redwood). A box is also located at the Vallejo Police Department at 111
Amador Street (drop off Monday - Thursday, 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.), or



FREE Napa-Vallejo Household Hazardous Waste Facility at 889-A Devlin
Road in American Canyon (Friday-Saturday, 9:00 a.m.), or



Pick up a FREE pre-paid mailing envelope at the Vallejo Flood &
Wastewater District at 450 Ryder Street. Fill envelope at home and drop in
the nearest mailbox. (Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.)

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
The Vallejo Watershed Alliance is a community-based volunteer
group that hosts creek cleanups and habitat restoration projects
throughout the year, like this one at Lake Dalwigk.
You can find out more (and sign up for their email announcement
list) at www.VallejoWatershedAlliance.org.

CALL US FIRST!

MERCURY THERMOSTAT RECYCLING

Do you need to repair your sewer
pipe? Vallejo Flood & Wastewater
District wants property owners to
know about our important
reimbursement program.

Protecting the health
of your community
and environment
from mercury
contamination is easy
with help from
Recology Vallejo.

The Upper Lateral Program helps
offset the costs of repairing or
replacing private sewer pipes (called
laterals) in the greater Vallejo area.
Evaluations must be performed
before the work is done. Owners
must submit a Pre-Evaluation
Questionnaire for approval. After the
owner has filled out the form and
submitted it, District staff determine
if the owner qualifies for the
program, and how much
reimbursement can be expected.
A brochure with program details can
be found on our website at
www.VallejoWastewater.org. Click
Programs: Upper Lateral Program.
Working on your upper lateral
without proper permits may
jeopardize property owners’ rights to
any future reimbursements from the
District. Our program is easy, and
can save you a substantial amount of
money … in most cases well over
half the cost of the sewer repair.

When mercury
thermostats are
improperly discarded
with everyday trash,
mercury is left to leak
into the environment.
This mercury gets into our waterways, builds up in fish, and can cause health
problems, which is why we have widespread fish consumption advisories
throughout the country. Improperly disposing of your old thermostat might even
result in a hefty fine.
Vallejo residents can protect their health and the environment by bringing in their
unwanted mercury thermostats to Recology Vallejo. They will safely collect the
thermostats and properly dispose of them. Recology is located at 2021 Broadway,
and they will accept the thermostats (as well as oil, paint, used cooking oil, and
batteries). Drop-off hours are Thursday - Saturday, 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
You may even be eligible for a $5 rebate for every recycled mercury thermostat!
Visit this website to see if you qualify: http://bit.ly/TRCCAReg.
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RECENT PLANT PROJECTS
The District is responsible for maintaining reliable infrastructure in
order to protect your health and the environment. By infrastructure, we
mean the hundreds of miles of sewer and stormwater pipes, the 11-acre
wastewater treatment plant, over 40 sewer and storm pump stations
throughout the city, and more than 10,000 storm drain catch basins,
trash racks and other mechanical equipment.
Often upgrades take place in neighborhoods, and we regularly tell you
about them in this newsletter. Sometimes, the work takes place at our
treatment plant, which first went on line in 1958.
The sewer bill increases now in place and 2015’s stormwater rate
adjustment go a long way toward keeping things in shape, and we are
grateful for your commitment to this work.
Determining the best time to repair or replace pipes and machinery
requires a lot of information. We use video inspections, maintenance
schedules, previous history of repairs and problems, and capacity needs
to make those decisions. Sometimes timing is impacted by other factors
such as street repair. If we can time our projects to coincide with those
of the City of Vallejo Public Works Department, such as when street
repairs are made, it reduces disruption to you and saves money.
Two recent large projects at the treatment plant were the repair of one
of our large biotowers and the replacement of two hypochlorite tanks.
Biotower Repair (at right): In 2006, dome covers were installed on our
large biotowers where biological treatment occurs during the second
stage of the treatment process. Last fall, an older rotary device that
evenly distributes flow to the top of the tower failed and needed to be
removed to safely complete the repair. The dome cover was removed, a
process that required creative minds and a commitment to safety from
several staff members and a team from the crane company. Once the
cover was off, the large rotary was removed and shipped to its repair
shop in Hayward. After repair, the device came back in pieces, was put
together on the spot, and the biotower was brought online.
Hypochlorite Tank Replacement (upper right photo): Hypochlorite, a powerful
form of chlorine, is used in the final stage of wastewater treatment to
kill any germs left after the biological treatment is complete. The
chemical is neutralized by a form of salt before the treated wastewater
is discharged to the Mare Island Strait. Recently, cracks were
discovered in both of our hypo tanks, which required emergency
repairs. Our engineering and maintenance staff worked with the
manufacturer and then with other contractors to secure a bid that was
tens of thousands of dollars less than originally estimated by the
manufacturer.

