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PROJECT UPDATES

DON’T FLUSH CONTACT LENSES

Work continues on the Mare Island
Sewer and Water Main Replacement
Project. Begun in August, the work is
designed to improve reliable water
and sewer services, and support
economic development on Mare
Island. The project achieved a major
milestone recently, completing the
sewer line and water bores 95 feet
north of the Causeway bridge. After
the bore holes are enlarged, the pipes
will be pulled through. The sewer
pipe is scheduled to be pulled
through before the end of December,
and the water pipe in the first half of
January. The open trench portion of
the sewer project is also close to
completion. Information on the
project can be found on our website
at VallejoWastewater.org and at
CityofVallejo.net.

Should I flush it? Most often,
the answer is no. The only
things that should be flushed
down the toilet are human
waste and toilet paper. Small
things might seem harmless: a
thread of dental floss in the
toilet or a contact lens in a
bathroom sink. But even the
tiniest of items can
contaminate waterways,
according to recent articles in
The New York Times and the
Atlanta Journal-Constitution.

A number of sanitary sewer
replacement projects will start
construction in January and be active
through March. These include sewer
rehabilitation in the areas of
Mooreland, Curtola Parkway,
Jennings and Napa/Louisiana.

Take contact lenses, for instance. New research out of Arizona State University
shows that they do not biodegrade easily. The lenses are impervious to the bacteria
that break down biological waste at treatment plants. “Contact lenses have densities
similar to water, so they don’t readily float or sink at wastewater treatment plants,”
according to Vincent Sapienza, the commissioner of the New York City
Department of Environmental Protection.
Approximately 45 million people in the U.S. wear contact lenses, and ASU
researchers estimate that 20-23 metric tons of wastewater-borne plastics per year
come from the lenses, which fragment into microplastics when flushed.
It’s easy to remember: If it doesn’t come out of your body and isn’t toilet paper, it
shouldn’t be flushed.
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RAKE LEAVES

HIRING A PEST CONTROL COMPANY

It’s easy to prevent storm drains from
clogging and overflowing during heavy
storms by keeping debris off of them.
Leaves, branches, and litter sometimes
cover the top of storm drain grates,
preventing rain from flowing through.
You can easily rake the debris off the
grate, and dispose of it in your trash or
yard waste bins as appropriate.
Don’t ever reach into a storm drain; if
one is clogged below street level, please
call us at (707) 644-8949 and we will send
a crew to address the problem. The
phone line is available 24 hours a day,
seven days a week.
Thank you for doing your part to reduce
street flooding in Vallejo!

Sometimes a pest problem is so bad that you don’t want to tackle it yourself. Or
sometimes, as with bed bugs or a yellowjacket nest, it’s more efficient to get
professional help.
We believe that the best pest control services use integrated pest management
practices (IPM). IPM relies on locating and identifying pests, getting rid of pests
using traps, vacuuming or other physical means, keeping pests out by blocking
entry points and, when necessary, using eco-friendly pesticides such as cockroach
gel baits.
Most pest control companies recognize that IPM solves pest problems more
permanently than repeated spraying, because IPM emphasizes keeping pests out
of buildings and working with residents on prevention. It’s still very important,
though, to ask specifically for IPM services when you interview or hire a pest
management company, or discuss services with your regular provider.
Many certified companies offer both conventional spray programs and IPM
services. Many companies that aren’t certified have their own green service
options. In California, three programs certify and list pest control companies that
provide IPM services: EcoWise (EcoWiseCertified.org), GreenPro
(WhatIsGreenPro.org), and Green Shield Certified (greenshieldcertified.org).
For a free fact sheet with more details about how to hire a pest control company,
visit OurWaterOurWorld.org or call (707) 652-7812.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
San Francisco Bay Flyway Festival
February 8-10, 2019
Mare Island
Celebrate migration and nature at the
festival! Wildlife expo, bird walks, and
more. For details visit
www.SFBayFlywayFestival.com.

Vallejo Watershed Alliance Events
The Alliance is a community-based
volunteers group that hosts monthly
habitat restoration projects and creek
cleanups throughout the year. For
current events and activities, visit
www.VallejoWatershedAlliance.org.

