CLEANUP TOOL
TRAILER

RAKE LEAVES TO PREVENT FLOODS

Did you know that the City of Vallejo has
a Cleanup Tool Trailer? They created it to
support neighborhood cleanups. The tool
trailer is stocked with rakes, shovels, bags,
pickers, buckets, and safety vests.
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Groups of 10 or more can reserve the
trailer. Once the date and time are
confirmed, a staff member from the
Public Works Department will deliver the
tool trailer to the designated location,
hand out the tools to the volunteers, and
bring the collected bags of trash from the
event back for proper disposal. Excess
trash that can’t be loaded out that day will
be collected by Public Works the next
business day.
To reserve the tool trailer for your
neighborhood cleanup, please contact
Shelee Loughmiller, Community &
Volunteer Coordinator, at 707.648.8616
or Shelee.Loughmiller@CityofVallejo.net.

When it rains, storm drains help to keep Vallejo neighborhoods from flooding.
When leaves collect in gutters and block these drains, water can back up and
cause ponding that slows or stops traffic and can even flood yards and homes.
While autumn is when leaves are most likely to collect in drains, it can happen at
any time of the year. Our crews work hard to maintain storm drains on streets.
But with thousands of drains spread across the city, we need your help too.
•

Avoid piling yard waste like fallen leaves and sticks in your yard. Keep it in a
yard waste bin or other container.

•

Use a rake or broom to remove leaves and debris from the tops of storm
drains, and then place the material in your yard waste bin. Never try to clean
inside a storm drain.

•

If the drain is still clogged after you’ve removed the debris, call us at
707.644.8949 to report it.

SANDBAG TIME!

HOW TO DISPOSE OF PHARMACEUTICALS

During the rainy season, the District
supplies free sand and burlap bags to
Vallejo residents, and provides
instruction in filling and stacking
bags. Even if it hasn’t started raining,
it’s great to be prepared.

The best way to dispose of
your unwanted medications
is to bring them to a free
drop-off site, like these
listed below. The sites
provide safe disposal, and
keep unwanted drugs out of
your toilet or drain, which
can pollute local waters.

Sandbags are available at our selfserve sandbag station, located at the
west end of Ryder Street. The station
is open Monday through Friday,
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., midOctober through mid-April.
After hours, the sandbag station is
opened if there is a high demand
during a major storm. To find out if
the station is open after hours, call
707.644.8949.

Before drop-off, transfer
pills to a sealable plastic bag
before putting them in the bin. Leave liquids in their bottles, but seal them in a bag
to prevent leaks. Do not include needles (sharps) or anything else in the bag, only
medicine. Over-the-counter supplements, drugs, and vitamins, as well as any pet
medicines, can also be dropped off in the bins.
•

FREE medicine take-back boxes are available at the Kaiser Vallejo 24-hour
pharmacy (975 Sereno) and the Walgreens 24-hour pharmacy (1050 Redwood).
A box is also located at the Vallejo Police Department at 111 Amador Street
(current drop off hours are Monday - Thursday, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.).

•

FREE Napa-Vallejo Household Hazardous Waste Facility at 889-A Devlin
Road in American Canyon (Friday-Saturday, 9:00 a.m - 4:00 p.m.).

•

Pick up a FREE pre-paid mailing envelope at the Vallejo Flood & Wastewater
District at 450 Ryder Street. Fill envelope at home and drop in the nearest
mailbox. (current office hours are Monday - Thursday, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.).

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
President Bob Sampayan
The Vallejo Watershed Alliance is a community-based volunteer
group that hosts habitat restoration projects and waterway
cleanups throughout the year. Check out our DIY Cleanups -- we
provide the supplies you need for a safe activity with your family
or social bubble. You can find out more (and sign up for the email
announcement list) at VallejoWatershedAlliance.org.
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NEW SEWER REHABILITATION PROJECT

ENJOYING SPECIAL TREATS OVER THE HOLIDAYS?
Most sewer overflows in Vallejo residences are
caused by too much cooking grease heading into
the sink instead of the trash. Over time, grease
can build up and block the entire pipe.
Overflows are expensive, and can create health
hazards as well.
To prevent this from happening, scrape plates
into the trash and wipe out small amounts of
pan grease before
washing. If you have large
amounts of used cooking
oil, it’s easy to recycle it!
You can bring it to
Recology Vallejo at 2021
Broadway in Vallejo
(maximum 10 gallons). Current hours are Saturdays only, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. You don’t need an
appointment, but Recology is closed on Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s Day. Recology also
offers curb-side pickup of cooking oil (maximum 1 gallon). Please put oil in a tightly sealed plastic
container. For more info call 707.552.3110.
For a free brochure on Fat Free Sewers, call us at 707.652.7812 and leave your name and address. We’ll
mail you one!

The Annette to Irwin Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation Project will take place this fall. This $447,500 sewer project rehabilitates
approximately 1,700 linear feet of sewer main at the 400-600 blocks of Annette Avenue south of Irwin Street constructed in
the 1950s. The project also includes sewer main
rehabilitation on Nebraska Street east of Sutter
Street.
Over time, old sewer pipes develop problems from
tree roots, cracks, grease, groundwater, and need
increasing amounts of maintenance. The District
will upgrade existing sewer lines in the area by a
process called “pipe bursting,” a trenchless method
of repairing or replacing buried sewer lines without
digging trenches. It uses the existing infrastructure
in the ground as a guide to install new pipes with
minimal disturbance at the ground level, and at a
lesser cost compared to open trenching. The new
pipe is pulled through the existing pipe, which
expands outward into the surrounding soil.
If you have questions about the project, please
contact Gustavo Silva, Associate Engineer, at
GusSilva@VallejoWastewater.org or 707.652.7809.

RATE INCREASE REMINDER
On June 12, 2018, the District’s Board of Trustees approved a 5-year sewer service
charge rate increase in order to repair and replace aging sewer pipes, pumps and
other infrastructure at the wastewater treatment plant and pump stations. You will
see an increase on your property tax bill for the wastewater user fee portion of your
Annual Sewer and Storm User Fees. Starting July 1, 2020, single family residential
(standard lot) wastewater fees will increase from $54.64 to $59.56 per month. Upper
lateral and storm drain user fees will remain the same. Commercial rates will increase
as well; please see the rate schedule on our website for details. Visit
VallejoWastewater.org and click “I am a customer and I want to,” then “Understand
wastewater rates.” For more information, call our billing line at 707.644.8976.
Reduced Rate Program
The District offers a Reduced Rate Program for qualifying residential customers, which offers a 17.5% reduction from
standard residential sewer rates for property tax year 2020-2021. Current participation in PG&E’s CARE Program is required.
Visit VallejoWastewater.org and click “I am a customer and I want to,” then “Understand Bill Payments” for an application
and program requirements. The application/renewal deadline has been extended to December 31, 2020 and will be reflected
on your property tax bill as an adjustment. For more information, call our billing line at 707.644.8976.

