FISH ADVISORY

RAKE LEAVES TO PREVENT FLOODS

California’s Office of Environmental
Health has asked us to share safe eating
guidelines for fish and shellfish. Harmful
chemicals like mercury and PCBs are in
some fish in San Francisco Bay. Women
18-45 years old and children should only
eat the fish with less chemicals in them.
Get details on which fish can be eaten
frequently and which should be eaten
sparingly at www.oehha.ca.gov.
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When it rains, storm drains help to keep Vallejo neighborhoods from flooding.
When leaves collect in gutters and block these drains, water can back up and
cause ponding that slows or stops traffic and can even flood yards and homes.
While autumn is when leaves are most likely to collect in drains, it can happen at
any time of the year. Our crews work hard to maintain storm drains on streets.
But with thousands of drains spread all across the city, we need your help too.


Avoid piling yard waste like fallen leaves and sticks in your yard. Keep it in a
yard waste bin or other container.



Use a rake or broom to remove leaves and debris from the tops of storm
drains, and then place the material in your yard waste bin.



If the drain is still clogged after you’ve removed the debris, call us at
707.644.8949 to report it.

SANDBAG TIME

NEW HOURS FOR FREE RV DUMP SITE

In winter, the District supplies free
sand and burlap bags to Vallejo
residents, and provides instruction in
filling and stacking bags. Sandbags
are available at our sandbag station,
located at the west end of Ryder
Street. The station is open Monday
through Friday, from 8:00 a.m. to
4:30 p.m., mid-October through midApril. After hours, the sandbag
station is opened if there is a high
demand during a major storm. To
find out if the station is open, call
707.644.8949.

Recreational vehicle
users can dump their
waste for free at the
District’s RV dump site.
Hours are 8:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday except
holidays.

Please join us on one of our two
Free Sandbag Days on Oct. 20 and
Nov. 16 from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00
p.m. For information, call
707.644.8949 ext. 1702.

The site is located at 47
Solano Avenue, west of
Sonoma Boulevard, near
the Humane Society. Stop at the gate and dial “001” on the phone located on the
left. Staff will open the gate. Drive straight ahead through the parking lot until you
see the RV Dump sign next to the native plant nursery.
A Few Rules to Follow
The water hose is provided to wash RV tanks and clean up the dump area only. It is
not safe for drinking. Only the person emptying the RV tank may be outside the
vehicle. All others, including pets, must remain inside the vehicle. Do not perform
any maintenance or repairs to your vehicle while at our treatment plant.
This site is also used by septage haulers, who pay for the service. Please be
courteous and empty your RV quickly (15 minutes or less). If your task takes longer
than that, and there is a septage hauler behind you, please move your vehicle so they
can empty theirs.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
President Bob Sampayan
The Vallejo Watershed Alliance is a community-based volunteer
group that hosts habitat restoration projects and waterway
cleanups throughout the year, like this one at Blue Rock Springs
Park.. You can find out more (and sign up for the email
announcement list) at www.VallejoWatershedAlliance.org.
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NEW STORMWATER PROJECT

ENJOYING SPECIAL TREATS OVER THE HOLIDAYS?
Most sewer overflows in Vallejo residences
are caused by too much cooking grease
heading into the sink instead of the trash.
Over time, grease can build up and block the
entire pipe. Overflows are expensive, and can
create health hazards as well.
To prevent this from happening, scrape plates
into the trash and wipe out small amounts of
pan grease before washing.
If you have large
amounts of used
cooking oil, it’s easy to
recycle it! You can
bring it to Recology
Vallejo at 2021
Broadway in Vallejo
(maximum 10 gallons). Hours are Thursday through Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. You don’t need an
appointment, but Recology is closed on Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s Day.
Recology also offers curb-side pickup of cooking oil, although you’ll need one of their free containers.
For more info call 707.552.3110.
For a free brochure on Fat Free Sewers, call us at 707.652.7812 and leave your name and address. We’ll
mail you one!

RATE INCREASE REMINDER
The Austin Creek channel runs north, from just above Missouri Street out along Sacramento Street and finally into the north
side of White Slough. It is a critical flood control channel, carrying rainwater and other storm runoff that drains a particularly
low part of town. In fact, much of the area drained by Austin Creek is in a FEMA-designated flood zone.
Austin Creek is man-made; it was engineered as a drainage channel during the 1950s. Over time, vegetation has grown into the
channel, causing sediment to build up and severely impacting the amount of stormwater that can be conveyed during rain
storms.
In some recent winters, Austin Creek has overflowed onto Valle Vista Avenue and Redwood Avenue. In addition, the high
water levels in Austin Creek caused flooding in several storm drain systems upstream. To reduce the risk of flooding and
protect our community, Vallejo Flood & Wastewater District has undertaken a project to restore flood capacity by removing
much of the vegetation. The District has worked closely with regulating environmental agencies to clear the channel in a way
that protects some existing habitat, while also maximizing flood conveyance.
The work will be done in phases. Phase One of the vegetation removal work began in mid-August, and will continue into
October. For more information about this project, please contact Natalie Muradian, Associate Engineer, at (707) 558-3416.

On June 12, 2018, the District’s Board of Trustees approved a 5-year sewer
service charge rate increase in order to repair and replace aging sewer pipes,
pumps and other infrastructure at the wastewater treatment plant and pump
stations. You will see an increase on your property tax bill for the Annual Sewer
and Storm User Fees. Starting July 1, 2019, single family residential fees will
increase from $48.78 to $54.64 per month. Commercial rates will increase as
well; please see the rate schedule on our website for details. Visit
VallejoWastewater.org and click “I am a customer,” then “I want to understand
sewer rates.” For more information, call our billing line at 707.644.8976.
Reduced Rate Program
The District offers a reduced rate program for qualifying residential customers, which offers a 10% reduction from standard
residential sewer rates. Current participation in PG&E’s CARE Program is required. Visit VallejoWastewater.org and click “I
am a customer,” then “I want to understand bill payments” to apply. The application/renewal deadline has been extended to
December 31, 2019 to receive a 10% credit on your 2019-2020 annual service charge assessment.

